Successful induction of labor of late-second-trimester conjoined twins: an alternative to hysterotomy.
To demonstrate that vaginal delivery is a safe alternative to hysterotomy when planning pregnancy termination of late-second-trimester conjoined twins. We present two cases of conjoined twins in the late second trimester desiring pregnancy termination. The first case involved a multiparous 29-year-old woman at 23 6/7 weeks of gestation with thoraco-omphalopagus conjoined twins. The second case involved an 18-year-old primigravid woman at 25 1/7 weeks of gestation with pyopagus conjoined twins. Both desired pregnancy termination and to avoid hysterotomy. Inductions were initiated with Laminaria and augmented with vaginal misoprostol or oxytocin. Both patients had uncomplicated vaginal deliveries of intact conjoined twins without significant maternity morbidity. Induction of labor and vaginal delivery can be a safe method for late-second-trimester termination of pregnancies with conjoined twins.